Achieving Critical Reform Ahead of the Elections

Empowering Citizens, Strengthening Democracy

Date: June 16, 2024
Time: 9:30 AM - 1:30 PM
Venue: Hector Kobbekaduwa Research Institute, No. 114, Wijerama Mawatha, Colombo 07

Discussion Topics:

- Introducing Direct Democracy: Moderator- Asha Nimali Fernando. Professor in Philosophy,
Department of Philosophy and Psychology University of Sri Jayewardenepura.

- Discussing the proposed legislation to allow citizens to submit proposals directly to Parliament.
- Exploring the benefits of integrating a direct democratic element within our representative
democracy.

- Urgency of Reforms: Moderator- Shantha Gamlath. Professor of Political Science, Department of
Political Science, University of Sri Jayawardanapura.

- Addressing the pressing need for socio-political reforms before the upcoming elections.
- Identifying the key areas where our current system is failing and requires immediate attention.

- Legislative Framework: Moderator- Senior Journalist and Political Analyst Victor Ivan

- Detailed overview of the draft concept paper.
- Steps and strategies for effective enactment and implementation of the proposed reforms.

Action Plan for Implementation: Moderators — Budhdhi Randeniya / Sarath Fernando

Co-Working Group: Coordinate and execute the overall plan.
Draft Bill Preparation Group: Prepare the draft bill for proposed reforms.

Negotiation and Discussion Group: Initiate negotiations and discussions with key legislators
and other relevant stakeholders.

Implementation Proposal Group: Develop a comprehensive proposal for implementing the reforms.
Public Awareness Group: Create initiatives to raise public awareness about the bill and its impact on
everyday life.

- Facilitate by Budhdhi Randeniya
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